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Summary

Despite increasing scientific and policy attention to the role of urban
networks in regional market integration, there has been limited
evidence substantiating these claims. The dissertation is motivated
by this observed paradox — exploring the link between urban
networks and market integration within China’s megacity-regions,
focusing on three key themes: (1) the varied effects of urban
networks on regional market integration; (2) the underlying
mechanisms, explored through network externalities and regional
synergies; and (3) the additional roles of cities’ spatial attributes in
shaping the dynamics of network-integration relations. Employing a
combination of (spatial) economic modeling techniques, this
dissertation delivers robust evidence on the role of urban networks
in explaining China’s integration dynamics. Key findings reveal that
urban networks exert varied effects on market integration,
especially through the presence of network externalities and synergy
effects. These effects are influenced by the heterogeneous types of
networks and markets and are conditionally shaped by cities’ spatial
attributes. This research contributes to both scientific discourse and
policy debates on the implications of urban networks in market
integration and regional development dynamics.
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