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Summary 

This dissertation examines the impact of rapid urbanization on land-use dynamics and farmers’ live-

lihoods in urban fringes in Bahir Dar, Ethiopia, to better understand urban development in rapidly 

urbanizing countries and examine its long-term sustainability. It accomplishes this by utilizing vari-

ous methods and tools and involving a range of responses from multiple stakeholders in the area. 

At the outset, the research results show how, over the past three decades, the built environment 

has encroached on other land-use types, mainly farmland. Future projections, however, reveal ur-

ban densification rather than sprawl in the area. The formal and informal urban land-use changes in 

the area have been confronted by institutional, administrative, and resource-related challenges. 

The research found that the land-use changes substantially impacted the farmers' livelihood pa-

rameters (farm income, off-farm income, primary expenditure type, and perceptions of the bene-

fits of urbanization). Therefore, implementing an inclusive urban development plan and reconsider-

ing land expropriation programs (e.g., compensation scale and scheme) may be useful for sustaina-

ble urban development. 
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